The London Normal School and Rural Education in Southwestern Ontario by Simner, Marvin L
Western University 
Scholarship@Western 
History eBook Collection eBook Collections 
2009 
The London Normal School and Rural Education in Southwestern 
Ontario 
Marvin L. Simner 
Western University, msimner@uwo.ca 
Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.lib.uwo.ca/historybooks 
 Part of the Canadian History Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Simner, Marvin L., "The London Normal School and Rural Education in Southwestern Ontario" (2009). 
History eBook Collection. 6. 
https://ir.lib.uwo.ca/historybooks/6 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the eBook Collections at Scholarship@Western. It has 
been accepted for inclusion in History eBook Collection by an authorized administrator of Scholarship@Western. 
For more information, please contact wlswadmin@uwo.ca. 
(J� 
Cover photograph: London Normal School circa 1900. The typeface on the cover is similar to 
the cursive writing style taught in rural and urban schools throughout southwestern Ontario in the 
late 1800s and early 1900s. 
The London Normal School 
and Rural Education in Southwestern Ontario 
ISBN 978-0-9812214-1-0 
Copyright © Marvin L. Simner, 2009 All rights reserved. 
Published by The London & Middlesex Heritage Museum 
2609 Fanshawe Park Road East 
London, Ontario N5X 4Al 
www.fanshawepioneervillage.ca 
The London Normal School and Rural 
Education in Southwestern Ontario 
Marvin L. Simner 
Above photograph: Nilestown School, circa 1894, a one-room rural school in the former 
Westminster Township. Fanshawe Pioneer Village Archival Collection. 

THE LONDON NORMAL SCHOOL AND 
RURAL EDUCATION IN SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 
Contents 
Introduction ........................................................................................................................ 1 
Chapter 1. Rural Education during the Pioneer Period ...................................................... 1 
Chapter 2. Emergence of the Ontario Normal School System ........................................... 6 
Chapter 3. The Ontario Normal School System around the 
Turn of the Century ....................................................................................... 9 
Chapter 4. The London Normal School.. ........................................................................ .12 
Chapter 5. Rural Education in the Early 20th Century .................................................... 16 
Postscript .......................................................................................................................... 23 
References ........................................................................................................................ 25 
Acknowledgements . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ 26 




























